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CRISP POINT LIGHTCRISP POINT LIGHT  
HISTORICAL SOCIETYHISTORICAL SOCIETY  

Deadline for the next 

 Newsletter submissions  is   

November 1, 2021 

By Heather Johnson 

Newsletter 63 

Honoring those who 
made the Crisp Light 
shine a little brighter. 

It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing 

of Crisp Point Light Historical Society members; 

Elaine Watson, Joe Cornwell, and Tom Smith.   

Elaine Watson served on the CPLHS Board from 

2011 to 2019.  Her passion for preserving and 

promoting Crisp Point ran deep; from her tireless 

participation in Crisp events to her endless Crisp 

Point wardrobe...I don’t know if I ever saw her  

wearing something without a Crisp Point logo! 

Her smile lit up a room and her enthusiasm in-

spired many other volunteers to become in-

volved.  She will be sorely missed.  

Joe Cornwell served as a CPLHS Volunteer Keeper  

for ten years.       

   Joe Cornwell 

November 7, 1945 - August 17, 2021  
continued on page 6 
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Elaine Watson 

February 2, 1944 - April 27, 2021  
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By Cameron Lovett 

We are pleased to report that we are back to normal occupancy limits in the Crisp 

Point Visitor Center and Lighthouse.  If you have not gotten a COVID-19 vaccina-

tion yet, please consider doing so to keep yourself and others safe, and so we can 

all get back to things being more normal again.  Also a reminder if you happen to 

visit Crisp Point after we close at 6 PM, be respectful of our posted Quiet Hours.  

The volunteers that camp at the lighthouse have worked all day and are usually 

tired, and it makes it hard for them to sleep if people are slamming car doors, emptying buckets of rocks, or shining 

their headlights into their campsites.  In other words, use common 

sense. Please do not arrive at 1 AM in the morning to look for 

rocks!  Also, be respectful 

of our neighbor’s proper-

ties. 

Please do not trespass on 

their properties. 

We dedicated this year’s 

summer conference on 

July 17th to past Board 

Member Elaine Watson.  

We were happy to have 

everything go smoothly for 

our conference after not 

having one last year.  

Elaine and her husband 

Larry are on the cover of 

our brochures and are also on one of our new Sherpa blankets.  A 

memorial plaque for Elaine was installed along the boardwalk 

near the visitor center this past May.  

 Thank you to everyone who supports, and has  

supported, Crisp Point in any way!      

 

Thank you to all the Keepers who fulfill the Mission  

of preserving the Light and making our Visitors  

feel welcome. 

Thank you to all the Visitors for your appreciation, patience & support. 

We would like to extend a sincere thank you to Barb Falkenhagen, Duke Guy, Mallory 
Koetsier and Janice Rabideau for their help with the 2021 Lighthouse Conference as well 
as extended gratitude to Rob Lederer for participating in the July MDOT Adopt-A-
Highway clean up! 

Thank you, in advance, to anyone who can help with our September 25th MDOT Adopt-A-
Highway Clean-up! (Volunteers are desperately needed for this...see page 6)  
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Crisp Point Memorial and Honorary  
Plaque Program 

 
Do you have a loved one that you would like to memorialize or honor at Crisp Point 
and also want to help raise funds for the preservation and restoration of Crisp Point 
Lighthouse?  Crisp Point Light Historical Society is excited to offer you an opportunity 
to do just that with our Memorial and Honorary Plaque Program.  These plaques are 
available for a donation of $400 and feature an image of Crisp Point Lighthouse.  The 
precision tooled bronze plaques are ¼” thick, 3.5” wide, and 6” tall with an exterior 
grade clear coat.  You can pick from two wording options preceding the person’s 

name: 1) “In Memory of” or 2) “In Honor of”.  These plaques will be mounted along the walkways at Crisp Point, such as on 
the existing wooden posts.  Plaques will only be installed from May to October each year, so please allow at least six months 
for installation to occur.    
 

*CPLHS is not responsible for theft, vandalism, acts of nature, natural deterioration, or any other issues beyond our control to the 
plaques once installed at Crisp Point.  CPLHS reserves the right to remove plaques for any reason.  
 

There are two ways to donate:  
 

 1.) Fill out the following form completely and enclose payment.  
Make check or money order payable to: Crisp Point Light Historical Society.  
Mail to: Cameron Lovett, 1337 Highland Street, Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858. 
 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________ 
  
City, State, Zip____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone________________________  Email________________________________ 
 
Please specify one of the following (list first and last name only as space is limited on the plaque):  

 
In Memory of:  __________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:  __________________________________________ 
 

 

2.) Pay online at PayPal using a credit card, debit card, or your PayPal account. 
     Go online and visit https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/memorial.html   or scan the QR Code. 
     Once at the PayPal site, you can pay by using a credit card, debit card, or your PayPal account. You do not need a PayPal 

account to use this service. Where it says "(Optional) Use this donation for", make sure to choose "In Memory of Plaque"  
"In Honor of Plaque" from the pull-down menu.  You will also have the option to add more to the donation to help offset 
the processing fees.  On the next page, also tell us the name you want on the plaque where it says "Write a note 
(Optional)".   

 

The Crisp Point Light Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit. Your donations may be tax deductible, please consult your tax advisor for deductibility. All donors 
will receive a donation thank you letter from the Crisp Point Light Historical Society.  Thank you very much for participating in this very special fundraiser! 

Photo courtesy of  Heather Johnson 

https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/memorial.html
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2021 Crisp Point Lighthouse Conference 

 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with, and the 70 people who attended, the 2021 Crisp Point 
Lighthouse Conference.  We appreciate everyone’s support and are grateful for all the donations for the 
two silent auctions.  Thank you to the Berry Patch for a delicious and delightful lunch! 

Kudos to Dianna Stampfler, author of Michigan’s Haunted Light-
houses, who vividly described paranormal activity and hauntings at 
a few of Michigan’s lighthouses...duly noted!!   

Watch the newsletter for the upcoming date of Conference 2022. 

Pictures are worth a thousand words....Enjoy! 

by Shelley Guy and Heather Johnson 
photos courtesy Linda Hodge-McKinney and 
                              Heather Johnson 
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Deadline for the next 

 Newsletter submissions  is   

November 1, 2021 

If you or your kiddos would like to share a memory, 

please email a story to Heather Johnson at 

Heather@crisppointlighthouse.org 

Friendly Reminder: Please inform us of any address changes; resending to new ad-
dresses takes time and requires additional funds.  Your attention to this is greatly 

appreciated!  Please email updates to Teri Beasley at crisppoint@gmail.com. 

2021 Conference, continued 
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Rock by Rock 
By Heather Johnson 

           One by one the rocks were carefully                         

           placed to stabilize the eastern shoreline.  

This will always be a concern, but, for now, we can turn our attention to re-

storing the Tower! A huge thank you to Mountain Stone and our deepest 

gratitude to donors who helped offset the cost of this chronic task! 

 

Along with his wife, Nancy, they quickly filled in keeper vacancies, constant-

ly worked to keep the grounds clean, assisted in closing the Visitor’s Center 

for the season and tirelessly promoted Crisp Point.  Joe was always there to 

give a quick word of advice to, or share stories with, incoming Keepers and 

visitors...that’s gonna be missed! 

Tom Smith volunteered his time filling short-notice vacancies in the Visitor’s 

Center, promoting Crisp and also contributed his vast knowledge of the lo-

cal area’s Nature, birds, habitats and, especially, rocks.  His patience was 

endless;  I don’t know how many times he said to me:  “No, I don’t believe 

that’s an Agate. But it sure is a pretty rock.”   

We will miss these connections and send our deepest condolences to the 

family and friends of the Watson, Cornwell, and Smith families.   

Tom Smith 

January 2, 1934 - November 15, 2020 

Condolences...Joe Cornwell, continued 

Photos from video, Cameron Lovett. 

CLOSING WEEKEND FOR 
CRISP POINT VISITOR’S 

CENTER 

OCTOBER 23, 2021 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY  
CLEAN-UP on M-123 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 

10:00am 

Contact Cameron Lovett at   
crisppointlighthouse@yahoo.com 
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When Eric first commented on being a 

volunteer lighthouse keeper, my response was, “If you don’t apply, you defi-

nitely won’t get it.” That comment, last fall, was quickly forgotten until two 

months later when Eric informed me that we were approved to be Keepers at 

Crisp Point on Lake Superior.  I envisioned a bed and breakfast get away with 

hot meals and linen tablecloths. So, being the smart husband he is, he waited a 

few days before casually mentioning that Crisp Point is off the grid and we had 

to provide our own housing and meals! 

So, that’s how our adventure began.  We quickly embraced the “roughing” 

aspect of the experience, made a call to an RV rental company, decided our 

two granddaughters (ages 5 and 11) would love the experience and used the 

next few months to plan for the 5 day experience...including the long drive 

from Durham, North Carolina. 

What we learned was grouped around: 1.) The magic of the lighthouse itself; 

2.) The resiliency of the people who had the vision to restore the lighthouse; 

3.) The graciousness of the visitors who respect Nature and 4.) our grand-

daughters who saw things that we missed. 

Crisp Point is, indeed, magical.  Sunrises and sunsets are both beautiful and the 

scenery from the lighthouse is, indeed, spectacular or, as I say, “Superior”.  The 

volunteers who had the vision to restore the lighthouse and who labored and 

spent hours fundraising are special heroes.  We were lucky to be on the receiving end of all of the their work. The visitors were a 

“special breed”. Even in rough, rainy weather, you learn many were happily 

tent camping. One day, I was in the parking lot and smelled something. A cou-

ple was preparing burritos on a propane hot plate in the pouring rain! I invited 

them to come into the Visitor’s Center; they were very upbeat and happy to be 

at Crisp Point-even with the rain.   

Another visitor came with her husband who was a rock hound.  Once she spied 

the children’s puzzle I set up in the corner of the Visitor’s Center for our grand-

daughters, she announced, “Go ahead and enjoy your rock hunting. I’m staying 

here and working on this puzzle.” She stayed 2 hours and completed a good 

portion of the puzzle while sharing her love of Crisp Point.   

Visitors respect the unique setting and carried their trash back out with them.  

In the five days we were there, I only picked up two items of litter in the parking 

lot.   

Finally, our two granddaughters had hours of fun rock hunting and chatting with 

the visitors.  We have a bag of rocks that will get painted later this winter.  They 

had a special fondness for the chipmunks and garter snake that came to visit.  I 

appreciate their interest in the history of the tower and, especially, the light in 

the Visitor’s Center.  Of course, we did spend some time “Yooper-rock” hunting 

and actually found a small one. 

So, I would suggest: If any of you are curious about volunteering as Keepers, just apply.  The guidelines are very helpful and     
people are available to answer your questions! 

By Marty Larson 

   First Time Keeper ReflectionsFirst Time Keeper ReflectionsFirst Time Keeper Reflections   
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Check out all of the great books and local authors, the sherpa Crisp 
Point blanket, challenge coins, puzzles, dice, shirts, mugs....and so 

much more!  

All Crisp Point merchandise can be found online at     

https://crisppointlight.square.site/ 

Crisp Point received the     

Tripadvisor Travelers' Choice 

Award again this year! Based on 

reviews, Crisp Point is placed in 

the top 10% of attractions world-

wide. We would like to thank all 

of our volunteers for their hard 

work to make this possible.  

Ink Cartridge Recycling 

Please drop printer cartridges off 
at the Visitor Center. 

Find out more ways at:   

www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how  

Membership Questions?  

Please email Teri Beasley 
at crisppoint@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A warm welcome to all of the new members of the Crisp Point Light 
Historical Society! 
 
Thank you for your support.  Please feel free to submit your favorite 
story and/or pictures of Crisp Point for the newsletter.  The submis-
sion deadline for the next newsletter is November 15, 2021. 
 
New Lifetime Memberships 
Duke Guy - Zeeland, MI 
Brian Nuszkowski  - Ann Arbor, MI 

On sale now; Karen 
Brzys’ latest book, 
Rocks Inside Out! 

New arrival: Embroidered 
Camo 
bucket 

https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how.html
https://www.crisppointlighthouse.org/how.html

