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CRISP POINT LIGHT 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Newsletter 56     December 2018 

450 W. Marr Road, Howell, Michigan 48855 

Rick (517) 230-6294 or email: cplhs@sbcglobal.net     Website: www.crisppointlighthouse.org 

Editor: Jamie Rolfe   cplhs1944@gmail.com  (616) 204-1729 

CPLHS Facebook group page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/crisppointlighthouse/ 

Friendly Reminder: Please let us know when there is an address change. We do resend to new 

addresses when we can find them but this process takes time and requires additional funds. 

Your attention to this is greatly appreciated. 

Different Location, New Place, but More Fun!!!! 

The annual Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society Conference will be held on Saturday July 20, 2019 

at the Pentland Township Hall; 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI  49868.  Coffee, juice, and breakfast treats 

will be available starting at 9:00 am as well as Crisp Point merchandise, so please arrive early.  At ap-

proximately 10:00 am “the party starts.” 

 

There will be a $5.00 per person ($15.00 max. for members of an immediate family) fee to attend the 

conference to help cover the cost.  If you would like to volunteer time to set up on Friday (July 19) 

please contact Shelley Guy by email at hdbluedevil@chartermi.net or call 616-994-3144.  If you wish to 

help with the food, or help with lunch, please contact Terri Brockway by email at tabrock-

way@yahoo.com or call 517-546-5283.  Please do not bring any food to the conference unless you have 

contacted Terri no later than 6/1/19. Breakfast goods are not needed. 

 

As the conference begins, the Board of Directors will update you on recent happenings, upcoming ac-

tivities, current accomplishments, and future goals.  We will have a silent auction, 50/50 raffle, and 

guest speakers.  If you have a story from your keeping duty or a special event or happening and would 

like to share your story, (Membership Moments or Lighthouse Laughs) please contact Shelley using the 

above information. 

 

If you plan on attending, please email Teri Beasley at crisppoint@gmail.com with your name, address, 

phone number and the number in your group by June 1, 2019.  You may also go to the web site, 

www.crisppointlighthouse.org/conf.html, where you can print out a form and mail your preregistration 

and attendance fee.  If your plans change after June 1 and you are able to come, please come as a walk 

in.  You are welcomed! 

 

Remember anyone may attend.  You do not need to be a member of CPLHS to attend.  See you there!! 

By: Shelley Guy 
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 Crisp Point Light Historical Society Board of Directors held their annual meeting 

September 29, 2018. All Board Members were in attendance. Six guests were also 

in attendance including Bryan Barnes of St. Louis Missouri, Teri Beasley, Mike 

McMeans, Derek, Jamie and Bianca Rolfe. As the Board regretfully accepted John 

Raths’ resignation due to other family commitments, President Rick Brockway 

opened the floor for nominations to the Board of Directors. As two applicants 

came with great credentials, both Jamie Rolfe and Mike McMeans were elected to 

the Board. Jamie Rolfe was then elected to the position of Vice President of the 

Board by the seated Board of Directors.  

Bill Beasley presented the minutes of the 2017 Board of Directors meeting and 

Rick Brockway gave a detailed report of income and expenses both of which were 

accepted. Also reported was the fact that 295 tons of rock were purchased and 

placed in 2017 to protect the lighthouse and shoreline around it. Other projects that 

were completed in 2017 and summer 2018 included re-roping and installing more 

rope along the boardwalk, tower window restoration and tower painting. We also 

purchased an LP powered back-up generator to supplement the solar power when 

necessary. This generator was installed in the new storage shed that was built in 

2017. Directional and parking signs purchased by Crisp Point Light Historical So-

ciety were installed by Luce County and Chippewa County. 

The Board held elections for the principal officers, Rick Brockway will continue 

as President and Treasurer and Bill Beasley will continue as Secretary. Jamie 

Rolfe, as previously reported is the Vice President. 

We discussed and approved the 2020 Alaskan Fundraiser Cruise which was recent-

ly announced on Facebook and our website. Also recently announced are some of 

the new merchandise items selected. Some exciting projects we are looking into 

include parking lot upgrades, a youth membership club and the purchase of a 

weather station.  

The meeting was then adjourned with the next annual Board Meeting to be held on 

January 12, 2019.  

CPLHS Board Meeting 2018 Summary 

By: Bill Beasley 
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Crisp Point Light Historical Society year in review 2018  

Story By :  CPLHS President Rick Brockway 

Hi everyone and welcome to another edition of the year in review. It’s hard to believe 
the year is almost over.  

After a group of 24 took a CPLHS fundraiser cruise aboard the Carnival Cruise Ship Tri-
umph Late February / early March, we started making plans to open up the Visitor’s 
Center for the spring and do some minor maintenance.  

The weekend of May 12 was selected and on Satur-
day a group of hardy members made the trip to 
Crisp Point where we found we could not get all the 
way to the parking lot due to at least three feet of snow still in the road about a half mile 
from the parking lot. After walking the rest of the way carrying the supplies we needed, the 
Visitor’s Center was opened and part of the crew started the spring cleaning. The rest of the 
crew went to work taking down the snow fence, cleaning up the grounds and opening the 
restrooms for the summer. On Sunday, many of us went back out to Crisp Point, this time 
with a tractor with a bucket to clear the snow from the road so we could get to the parking 
lot. While the snow was being cleared from the road, other volunteers were painting the Visi-
tor’s Center floor. Although all efforts were made to finish the floor on Sunday, it wasn’t to 
be. Now in a crunch to get the floor finished in time to return the merchandise so we could 

open when the first keepers arrived, we summoned Ben Musielak for some assistance. Ben was able to finish the floor and all 
turned out good. 

The following weekend, Saturday May 19 a crew again made the trip to Crisp Point. This time we had the merchandise with us. 
After a couple of hours putting all the fixtures and shelving back into the Visitors Center, we started stocking the shelves. On 
Sunday the 20th, the first keepers for the year arrived and we were back in business. 

The next big event was the Memorial Day CPLHS Family Camping Weekend. This year we 
had a record number of families camping all or part of the weekend with a total of 11 fami-
lies! The weekend was filled with projects from installing new name boards in the board-
walk to adding more railing along the boardwalk to help keep visitors on the boardwalk but 
more importantly to keep snowmobilers off the boardwalk. During the previous winter 
several areas of the boardwalk were damaged by snowmobilers riding on the boardwalk 
with studs. 

Over the next several weeks, 
a couple more work week-
ends were scheduled so the 
boardwalk railing could be 
finished. During this time the 
service building room floor 
was painted and the east end 
of the boardwalk was extend-
ed. 

 

Although it never happened in 2018 due to not being able to secure a  

suitable contractor, we had planned on having some interior and exterior 

 tower maintenance done. We hope a contractor can be found over the  

winter so CPLHS can get the work done in the spring of 2019. 
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Ink Cartridge Recycling 

If you have empty printer ink cartridges, please think of donating 

them to CPLHS. We can save up to $400 a year by turning them 

in to be recycled. The money is used to purchase office supplies, 

along with paper towels, toilet paper and cleaning supplies for 

the Visitor Center. Mail them to Rick at the address on the front 

page, or drop them off at the Visitor Center in warmer weather. 

Do you need to renew your membership or would you like to 

make a donation? If so, please use the insert included with the 

newsletter. Thank you. 

The first weekend of August, the Crisp Point Light Historical Society co-sponsored the 

Michigan Lighthouse Festival. On Saturday we recorded nearly 300 visitors to Crisp 

Point! In addition to visiting the Lighthouse Saturday and Sunday and attending the 

vendor’s area at the community center, the highlight of the weekend was the music 

sponsored by CPLHS at the Community Center where the Mighty Hiawatha Band 

played for over two hours.  

In the middle of August we found that the boardwalk leading 

to the visitor’s center from the parking lot was deteriorating, so the decision was made to replace it. 

With the help of the Keepers and some others who were able to help out, the boardwalk was replaced 

in just a couple of days thus minimizing the inconvenience to our visitors. 

We want to thank all of our Keepers in 2018. Without your dedication we would not be able to do 

what we do at Crisp Point. Through the dedication of all our members and our visitors giving the Crisp 

Point Lighthouse a favorable ratings on Trip Advisor, we took over the number one spot of the top 

nine things to do around the Newberry area. 

We also want to thank all the members and keepers who went way above the call to duty this year and helped out with the 

special projects in any way they could. 

We also want to thank the Luce County Road Commission for doing what they could to keep the roads 

to Crisp Point passable. This summer was extremely dry (until early September) making it hard to keep 

the roads in good shape. Although there were not as many log trucks on CR-412 this year, they were 

still causing some sand pits along the road. The LCRC was very responsive to fixing the sand pits once 

they were notified of them. Once the rains started in September, the road was a little trickier to ma-

neuver since the water holes returned. All in all, we had a great year at Crisp Point and hope to see all 

of you in 2019. For those of you who are interested, CPLHS will be sponsoring our second Fundraiser 

Cruise in 2020. Look for more information on page 2 of this newsletter for more information.  

Also during 2018 we had some major changes to our Board of Directors. In January, John Raths who 

had served as a board member and Vice President for many years decided to not run for re-election. With a growing family, 

John didn’t feel he could dedicate the time needed to represent CPLHS as he thought it should be. John said he would contin-

ue to support the society where he could behind the scenes. Thank you John for all your years of dedication and continued 

support. In September, the board of directors added two new board members, Jamie Rolfe and Michael McMeans. Jamie 

was elected to the vice president position. We look forward to working with Mike, Jamie and the rest of the board in the 

coming years.  
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Kid’s Corner 

Story by Lyla E. Schepper    

Hello. My name is Lyla Ellis Schepper and I am in the fourth grade. My 

GG, which is short for Grandma Guy, loves the lighthouse! My mom 

put my brother and I in the car for a long seven hours and finally we 

arrived for duty!  

It was fun learning my way around the walkway, playing on the beach, 

and collecting all the pretty stones. Climbing the stairs (of the tower) 

for the first time was scary, but my Mom was right there. 

My Mom loved the blower, which kept the boardwalk clean. I would 

walk with my 'GG' in the morning (with her coffee) to open the light-

house door, she would walk in and say, "Good Morning, Ms. Ghost!" I 

think Ms. Ghost was still sleeping . We would walk down the boardwalk 

to look for loons and other things to see. When the light started com-

ing on at night, we would lock up the lighthouse and my "GG" 

would  say "Good night, Miss Ghost!” I think she’s weird!   

My "GG" sent my Mom and I up these funny steps that came from the ceiling to get toilet paper. I would throw 

down what number that was needed and I had to count. Luke, my brother, would catch them! We would help "GG" 

put the paper in the bathrooms. 

My favorite thing to do was to push the buttons on the cash register as my 

Mom or " GG" would tell me the numbers. I can NOT wait to go back next 

year, as I will be ten.  I love Crisp Point Lighthouse!!! 

 

Lyla and Luke Schepper (Photo by Shelley Guy)  

Looking for License Plate Donations 

CPLHS is looking for donations of the dis-

continued Michigan lighthouse license plate. 

If you have any you would like to donate 

please contact Rick Brockway  at 

cplhs@sbcglobal.net or 517-230-6294. 

Membership Questions? 

Please contact Teri Beasley 
at crisppoint@gmail.com. 

If your kiddos or the kiddo inside you 

would like to share a memory, please 

send a typed story to Jamie Rolfe at 

cplhs1944@gmail.com 
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Crisp Point Lighthouse Notebook - 
$4.50 

Available in Burgandy, Black and Blue 

Merchandise is available through our 

website: 

www.crisppointlighthouse.org 

New Merchandise 

Sunset Hill Stoneware-14oz Chili Mug ($20) 

    Copperhead Run                     Galaxy Night 

    Blue Moon                         Northern Lights 

16oz Glass Tumbler 
$8.50 

Sunset Hill Stone Ware-16oz Melting Pot ($20) 

           Northern Lights              Galaxy Night 

        Copperhead Run                 Blue moon 

Unmounted Print by 

Kendra Burton 

 

5 x 7 - $2.95 

8 x 10 - $9.95 

11 x 14 - $19.95 

16 x 20 - $39.95 

A collection of 

short stories and 

features a pro-

tective paper 

cover with a pic-

ture of Crisp 

Point - $14.99 

New additional hat colors ($10):  

Two tone khaki/green            Pink       Stone Gray 

Yellow Onesie - $10 

Sizes 12,18 &24 
Months 
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Support Opportunities for 
Crisp Point Lighthouse 

In addition to the support Crisp Point has been re-
ceiving through the E-Bay Giving Fund program, we 
can now receive support from Amazon.com and the 
Kroger Company, Kroger.com. 
 
Whenever you shop at Amazon just log onto the 
site using the following web address: 
https://smile.amazon.com. You will need to select the 
Crisp Point Light Historical Society as the Non-
profit Group you support and shop as you normally 
would. For each qualifying purchase a small portion 
will be directed to the Crisp Point Light Historical So-
ciety to help with the restoration projects at Crisp 
Point. 
 
All the Michigan Kroger Stores with the exception 
of the Lambertville and Sturgis stores are participat-
ing in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. If 
you have and use a Kroger Rewards Card, you can 
now support Crisp Point Lighthouse every time you 
use your card. Please note Kroger Community Re-
wards starts fresh every May 1st, so you may have to 
re-sign up each April 1st to support the program. If 
you already have a Kroger Card, simply register your 
card online at krogercommunityrewards.com. The 
Crisp Point Light Historical Society Non-Profit Num-
ber is: MS733 
 
If you do not have a Rewards Card please consider 
getting one when you shop at Kroger’s and then reg-
ister CPLHS as the Non-Profit you would like to sup-
port. 

If you are not already participating in the PayPal Giv-
ing Fund when you are selling items on E-Bay please 
consider doing so. Please visit: http://
charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-
point-light-historical-society/42940/ to get started 
selling and supporting Crisp Point Lighthouse. 

Visitor Center Donation 
Bill & Teri Beasley - Midland, MI 

Arthur & Mary Lorenz - Muskegon, MI 

 

Welcome New Members 

Larry & Karen Mahoney - Dunnellon, FL 

Arthur Lorenz-  Muskegon, MI 

Kathy Sullivan - Escanaba, MI 

Ellen Aralis - Carmel, IN 

Thomas Davis - Grand Marais, MI 

Polly Wasilewski - Marguette, MI 

Ellen Rice - Carmel, IN 

Mark Johnson- Spooner, WI 

Le Cox - Vinton, IA 

Tim & Cheryl Belill - Montroas, MI 

Deborah Clark - Michigan Center, MI 

Kaleen M Green - Michigan Center, MI 

Charles Walker - Lake Orion, MI 

Kim Weigel - Kingsley, MI 

Emily Merten - Hart, MI 

 

Estate Planning? Please consider 

including CPLHS. 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/

