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State of Michigan Announces New “Save Our 

Lights” License Plate Design 

It was recently announced that the State of Michigan has come up with a new design for the “Save Our Lights” license 

plate.  It’s definitely eye catching! 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The State Historic Preservation Office is hoping to boost sales of the plates with this new design.  The Michigan “Save Our 
Lights” license plate is part of a program that helps fund the preservation of Michigan’s 124 lighthouses.  The plate costs $35 
and $25 goes towards this cause.  The Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program (MLAP) that is run by the State Historic Preser-
vation Office (SHPO) is the beneficiary of the sales of these plates.  As many of you may know, Crisp Point Lighthouse was se-
lected to be a recipient of a grant from this program in 2015.  All of the masonry work, painting, etc. that was completed in 
2016 will be partially funded by a $25,000 grant from MLAP.   (Thank you to Heather Johnson for her hard work on all of the 
quarterly and final reports that had to be sent to SHPO.) 

For more information on purchasing one of these plates, you can go to the following website: http://www.michigan.gov/
sos/0,4670,7-127-1585_1595_9026-23624–,00.html.  The order form can be viewed directly here too:  http://
www.michigan.gov/documents/orderform_lighthouse_16203_7.pdf.  Or, when you get your license renewal information in 
the mail, look for the “Save Our Lights” license plate in the renewal papers. If you purchase a “Save Our Light” license plate, 
each year when you renew your plate, a $10 fee will be added to your registration fees.  This $10 then goes to the Michigan 
Lighthouse Assistance Program.  It’s really an easy way to make a difference. For those of you out of state, or who have a 
different special cause license plate, you can also order Collector Plates that cannot be used on vehicles for $35 ($25 goes to-
wards the cause), including the “Save Our Lights” plate. (http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1585_1595_21641-
55682–,00.html) The following is a link to the application form on the State of Michigan’s website:  http://www.michigan.gov/
documents/special_cause_collector_plate_application_49869_7.pdf. 

The old one, featured the White Shoal Lighthouse 
and was the design for   approximately 15 years. 

The new “Save Our Lights” license plate designed 
by the State Historic    Preservation Office. 

By Cameron Lovett 
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As lighthouse keepers we get to enjoy camping at one of the finest places with a majestic view.  We all know that this is a 

fun working "vacation!"  In 2017 the closing hour has been extended to at least 6:00 pm during the peak summer months 

(July, August, September). The hours should be extended even longer, especially when visitors are on the grounds.  Remem-

ber it's donations, membership, merchandise sales and our volunteer keepers that make the ongoing lighthouse and erosion 

control improvements possible. 

Curb Appeal; we have heard our visitors state, "what a road, I thought we would never get here, etc...”  Then they discover 

the flush toilets, the nice clean visitors center, and finally the lighthouse and grounds.  Keepers "meet and greet" the visitors 

and engage them in conversation by asking such things as "Is this your first time here, or where are you from?"  Keepers also 

ask them to please sign one of the four log books, as we use the numbers of visitors to help secure grants.  It is also helpful 

to inform the visitors that the Crisp Point Light Historical Society is run 100% by volunteers and that all funds raised go di-

rectly toward the operations, upkeep, and restoration of the lighthouse and grounds.  Personally, I try to hand them one of 

our brochures.  One time while I was keeper, I met a lady that had "subbed" in my classroom just the month prior, as she 

recognized the lighthouse and me from a picture on my desk.  It can be a small world at times.  Along with the duties of 

keeping the 'curb appeal', sweep, sweep, and sweep!  Trust me some days I have swept several times, especially after it 

rained.  I won't even begin to go into the fly business when the wind is from the wrong direction.  The visitor center and 

bathrooms should be cleaned and properly stocked daily (sometimes more).  Remember to periodically check the bath-

rooms for low toilet paper.  My pet peeve is when a visitor comes up to me says, “The first bathroom needs more paper” 

when I just checked it out!  It can get very busy at times with visitors lined up to use the restrooms. 

By making ourselves visual, wearing our Keeper's shirts, and engaging people into conversation we have a greater potential 

of attaining more donations, more memberships, and the selling of merchandise.  I am still trying to beat Helen Cooks' rec-

ord of 17 sweatshirts in one day! 

THANK YOU Keepers and Volunteers!  Here's to a great 2017 season!  "Shine On!" 

From Left to Right; Mike & Helen Cook, Shelley Guy & Ron Lowell  

The Crisp Point Light Historical Society have two new stoneware items to offer. They are the Ale 

House Barrel 22-oz. Stein and the Portly Pint 16-oz. Stein  These American made stoneware steins 

feature Crisp Point Lighthouse artwork on the side and are available in the Northern Lights glaze color. 

Actual product colors will vary slightly since each of these is handcrafted. Sunset Hill Stoneware is a 

company that makes handcrafted stoneware in Neenah, Wisconsin. These Stein’s are microwave, 

dishwasher, and oven reliable. We currently have a limited supply in stock so order early for your 

holiday enjoyment at: http://crisppointlighthouse.org/itemsviapaypal.html . All merchandise orders 

placed will receive a rectangle Crisp Point Lighthouse Bumper Sticker and a Michigan Lighthouse 

Guide map while supply last. Ale House Barrel (22oz)  $24 Portly Pint (16oz)  $22 

Merchandise is available through our 

website: 

www.crisppointlighthouse.org 
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100+ year old Beach Cart Wheel found in the shadows of  

Crisp Point Lighthouse 

While on an agate hunting walk between Vermillion Lifesaving Station and Crisp Point Lighthouse, Matt & Sonja Sprague from Rudyard, 

Michigan, came across a very unusual find, it was a wooded spooked wheel. After much research, it was discovered that this wheel was from 

a Beach (Rope) Cart that would have been used at the Crisp Point Life Saving Station sometime around 1885 until the station closed around 

1940.  With the assistance of CPLHS Member Grace Truman, we emailed photos of the wheel to an expert in the U.S. Life-Saving Service 

Heritage Association and asked his opinion.  Here is what he said: "It is a Beach Cart Wheel! It is a later one and conforms to the specifica-

tions for the Jones Cart and the earlier so called "Mortar Cart" but not the first type which had double tires.  Could be any time after circa 

1885."  

Here is a short narrative of how the wheel was discovered and its journey back to Crisp Point Lighthouse by Matthew and Sonja Sprague.   

My wife Sonja and I have enjoyed the pursuit of native Michigan rocks since getting married in 2011.  We started with Petoskey stones and 

when that became easy we thought to try our luck at Lake Superior Agates.  Having located suitable hunting grounds on the shore of Lake 

Superior, the Vermillion Life Saving Station quickly became one of our favorite destinations.  We met the caretaker Ben Musielak and had 

good visits whenever we would see each other.   

 The spring of 2016 proved to be a difficult one for finding time to be on the beach, with family, work, and weather seeming to demand our 

time and resources.  Imagine our disappointment when we discovered the access to Vermillion was flooded and impassable due to some bea-

ver activity!  Finally, on Friday, June 17, 2016 we had an extended weekend. We packed a lunch, grabbed our rock picking sticks, and headed 

for the shore.  It is always disconcerting to find someone has beat you to the beach as you are sure that they will have found all the agates!  I 

donned my water gear and Sonja and I took off for the shore.  We headed west towards Crisp Point and started scouring the shore for the 

elusive Lake Superior Agate.  

 Normally we will spend six to eight hours enjoying the beach and having a picnic lunch and this day was no exception.  About halfway 

through the day I saw a foreign object at the edge of the water with the waves washing over it.  As I approached, it took on the form of a very 

old type of wheel.  It was partially buried in the sand and fought my efforts to lift it free, but I was able to raise it up for inspection.  It was 

about four feet tall and had wooden spokes and seemed somewhat heavy.  Sonja and I admired it and not having a camera were unable to take 

pictures that day, so we laid it back down on the shore and continued agate hunting.  Later that afternoon I found my largest agate that tipped 

the scale at 9.7 oz., so it was an exciting day!  On our way back to the truck we ran into Ben and told him about the wheel and he said he 

would see about getting it back to the station and jumped on his bicycle and took off down the beach while we headed home.  

 Saturday was another perfect summer day so we again made the trek to Vermillion and spent the day on the shore looking for more agates, 

excited with our success of the day before.  We visited with Ben and he took pictures of Sonja and I with the wheel as he was able to move it 

to the station and wanted to know what we thought should be done with it.  We wanted it to be available to the public for enjoyment as part of 

the history of Lake Superior, so the Museum at Whitefish Point or Crisp Point Lighthouse were our first choices.  We let Ben handle the lo-

gistics of placing the wheel and you know the rest.  We are looking forward to visiting the lighthouse and viewing the wheel in its new home 

in 2017! 

A beach cart was used to carry all of 

the tools used to perform a rescue for 

vessels that were stranded close to 

land. This type of rescue used a 

breeches buoy (a life ring with a seat 

attached) to bring the sailors from the 

ship to the shore on a whip line rope. 
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Past 1st Assistant Light keepers at Crisp Point Lighthouse 
Herbert “Toots” Winfield 

A big thank you to Timothy Harrison for sending us a picture of one of our past keepers at Crisp Point Lighthouse. 
The exact year that this photo was taken is not known. However, John Garrity was the Head Keeper from 1925 to 
1929, Herbert “Toot’s Winfield was the 1st Assistant Keeper from 1923 to 1930 and Thomas Hassing was the 2nd Assis-
tant Keeper from 1923 to 1929, so this photo would have been taken between 1925 and 1929. Herbert “Toots” Win-
field got in some trouble in 1930 with reports filed against him for intoxication and he was given first a 30 day sus-
pension and then a 90 day suspension. However, the suspension was then reversed and he was demoted to 2nd As-
sistant Keeper and on September 29, 1930 he was transferred to Crisp Point Lighthouse, where by 1939 he again 
worked his way back to 1st Assistant Keeper. However, his health began to fail, and on May 15, 1940 the Coast 
Guard placed him on disability retirement and he died a couple of months later. 

Left to Right: Lighthouse keeper John Garrity with 1st Assistant Keeper 
Herbert “Toots” Winfield, and 2nd Assistant Keeper Tom Hassing, at 

Raspberry Island Lighthouse in the Apostle Islands of Wisconsin.  

2017 Michigan Lighthouse Festival 

Mark your calendar now and join the Crisp Point Light His-

torical Society in Ludington Michigan to celebrate the 

150th Anniversary of the Big Sable Point Lighthouse.  

The Michigan Lighthouse Festival will be held August 25, 

26 & 27 2017 in Ludington Michigan as part of the festivi-

ties celebrating this joyous occasion.  

Please check the Michigan Lighthouse Festival's web site 

at: http://www.michiganlighthousefestival.com/index.html 

for more details on the festival. 

Compass donated by Carl & Marcia Jahn. 

Ship compass stand built by John Raths 
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2016 Closing for the season  

by Shelley Guy  

How fast this past summer came and went, especially with all the activities happening at the Lighthouse!   

On October 27, Jo and Nancy Cromwell with lighthouse keepers, Jim Kremer and Kathy Rose packed up the visitor's cen-

ter into many tubs, finishing on October 28. 

Being our 'first time' helping to close up, Ron Lowell and I traveled out to the lighthouse late Friday evening October 28, 

just to get some insight on what we would be doing on Saturday. 

We met Elaine and Larry Watson driving out on those wet and muddy roads where we chatted a few minutes about what 

would happen on Saturday.  We continued to the lighthouse and encountered some strong winds, large waves, and a 

beautifully restored and painted lighthouse!  At dusk we drove out hoping to see some wildlife, not just those beautiful 

roads back to Freighters View Motel. 

Saturday morning dawned and we drove out to the lighthouse knowing this would be the last time in 2016.  When we 

arrived the "commander" was giving orders and away to work we went.  

We still were receiving visitors so Elaine and I did the "Meet and Greet" and we even gained some new members on the 

last open day of 2016 for visitors.  I must admit that there was more work to do than I thought in order to secure the 

area throughout the winter.  The following is a list of things that were being done; New window being replaced in light-

house, the well getting prepared for winter, snow fence being put up to keep snowmobilers off the board walk, the solar 

batteries being pulled (my goodness it takes two people; they are heavy!), restrooms being winterized, door covers being 

put down to prevent water coming into the visitor’s center, and I'm sure I missed a few more things.  Did I mention that 

the visitor's center was already packed up?   

After the all done signal came from the commander in chief, all the volunteers that could were invited to Pine Stump 

Junction Restaurants for dinner. 

As soon as the weather allows us access to Crisp Point in May 2017, we will again ready the Visitor's Center for the up-

coming season.  Anyone wishing to help out with the opening please let us know in early May so we can let you know 

when it is. 

Don’t forget the Memorial Day Family Camping Weekend at the lighthouse. Only requirement is that you must be a mem-

ber of CPLHS. Have a great winter. 

Shelley Guy 

Board of Directors 

Closing Crew (L-R); Larry Watson, Elaine Watson, Shelley Guy, Ron Lowell,        

Chuck Nearhood, Rick Brockway, Joe Cornwell & Nancy Cornwell                                                                        

(also helping but not pictured: Jim Kremer & Kathy Rose)  

Larry Watson and Chuck Nearhood 

finishing the installation of the repaired 

window  

 Jim Kremer (L) and Ron Lowell (R) 

preparing to put up snow fence  
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The year 2016 in review by: CPLHS President 

Rick Brockway 

The year 2016 has been a very busy year at Crisp Point. Despite all the rain and adverse road condi-

tions at times, we had a very good year. After some two years of paperwork and all the related bid sub-

mission we finally were able to start and finish the restoration on the exterior of the lighthouse. All of the 

CPLHS obligations were met and we received the grant money from the State Historic Preservation Of-

fice (SHPO). Although it was a very long drawn-out process, with the help of Heather Johnson, Camer-

on Lovett,and Bryan and Joelle from SHPO we made it through to 

the end. 

During the tower restoration project it was discovered that at least 

four of the tower windows were in a very bad state of repair. 

Before the restoration project began you could not tell of their condi-

tion because the paint was covering the rotting that was going on 

behind it. Most of the decay is at the bottom of the windows on the 

sill. Once it was discovered, I contacted Scott Yurk from Yurk Construction Co. to have him look at the 

windows to see what it was going to take to repair them. Scott’s company has done quite a lot of work 

for CPLHS in the past. In 2007, they installed the roof on the Service Building after the original contrac-

tor had backed out. They also built the windows for the service building. In 2009, they put the roof on 

the newly constructed Visitor’s Center, built all the windows, and even donated one of the windows.  

During Scott’s inspection of the windows, several were identified as being in different states of disrepair 

including one of the service building windows. The service building window and one of the tower win-

dows were able to be repaired in place using a special wood filler. The remaining windows will have to 

be removed and repaired or replaced if needed. 

Shortly after the completion of the tower restoration project, the lowest window on the south side of the 

tower was removed and given to Yurk Construction for repair. After a few weeks the repaired window 

was returned and our Close-Up Crew installed it on October 29th. 

The remaining windows that need to be re-built will be removed in the spring and re-paired / re-built as 

needed and re-installed. 

Working with Scott and his Company over the years has been a pleasure and once again they came 

through for us in a pinch. Not only did they get the window repaired in time to be reinstalled before win-

ter, they also donated all the work and materials it took to repair it.  Scott told me they really like working 

with us and want to help out whenever they can. He also said that as long as their business stays busy 

and financially able to, they will repair the remaining windows at no cost to CPLHS. 

Also in 2016, we had several more loads of stone delivered and placed on the east end as well as a 

small section to the west of the lighthouse. With the higher than average water levels, even this new 

stone is taking a beating and will have to be further beefed up in 2017 if funds are available. Through 

negotiations, Jim from Mountain Stone donated the first $1000.00 of the project and then allowed us to 

make payments over a three month period, which I am happy to say was paid off well in advance of the 

time allowed due to our fantastic keepers selling merchandise in the Visitors Center and some dona-

tions that came in.  
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 In 2017, as I mentioned earlier, we really should get more stone. We would like to see smaller rocks 

placed along the top of the existing stone where needed to shore up that area and then put down top-

soil and plant grass again as we did several years ago. Larger stone will be needed on the east end. 

Also in 2017 we would like to get the interior of the tower painted. We would be removing all the loose 

and peeling paint and then re-coat. To date we have received one estimate and it looks like this will 

get done. In order to limit the amount of time the tower will have to be closed off to visitors we will also 

repaint the steps and center post at the same time.  

There is also some work we need to do to repair the railing going up the tower but I think we can re-

pair that over the Memorial Day Weekend. 

Newsletters; as the historical society grows and the amount of behind the seen activities grow it has 

become harder for me to work on the newsletters. A couple of years ago we cut back to just three per 

year by not doing one in the early spring. With this being said it would be wonderful if our members, 

readers and friends would be willing to write and submit their stories about their trips to Crisp Point 

and the surrounding areas. Also, if any of you would like to work with our editor Jamie in putting the 

newsletter together we welcome your assistance. All you would need is a desire to put yours and oth-

ers thoughts on paper using a word processor (preferably MS-Office) and send them electronically in 

an e-mail. We use MS Publisher to put it all together. If anyone is interested in assisting with the 

newsletter please let us know by e-mailing Rick at cplhs@sbcglobal.net. If you have some great sto-

ries you would like to share with other members and friends of crisp Point please e-mail them to Ja-

mie at: jamie.rolfe27@gmail.com  

Membership: as our Historical Society grows we are always looking for better ways to do things. One 

of these ideas was to put a separate membership / donation form in with each newsletter that is 

mailed out. By doing this you will not have to destroy your newsletter by tearing out the attached form 

we used to include. In the last newsletter we included the form and it worked great. We received a 

huge number of them back with renewals and donations. If your membership is not about to expire 

please feel free to pass the form and newsletter onto a friend or relative and just maybe they will join 

us also. 

Each and every one of us got involved for the same reason, to save, preserve and restore the Crisp 

Point Lighthouse. Every little bit you can do in the way of keeping up your memberships, donations, 

purchasing merchandise, and promoting our efforts are greatly appreciated by all. 

Electronic Newsletter; those of you who have selected to receive your newsletters through e-mail will 

also start receiving a copy of the membership/donation form as well as an electronic copy of our mer-

chandise order form. If you are not receiving your newsletter to your e-mail and would like to please 

send a message to Teri Beasley at: crisppoint@gmail.com . Each newsletter we can e-mail saves us 

about $1.00. 

Hears to another great year in 2017, after all, We Do Like Our Beacon Crisp! 

Of the top 7 "things to do in Newberry", we have the highest percentage of Excellent 

ratings.  Oswald's Bear Ranch is listed as the #1 thing to do in Newberry having more 

reviews (471) than us (131).  We would like to see Crisp Point Lighthouse take the 

lead. Please review us at www.tripadvisor.com and help us become #1! 
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Support Opportunities for 
Crisp Point Lighthouse 

In addition to the support Crisp Point has been receiv-
ing through the E-Bay Giving Fund program, we can 
now receive support from Amazon.com and the Krog-
er Company, Kroger.com. 
 
Whenever you shop at Amazon.com just log into the 
site using this new web address: 
www.smile.amazon.com. You will need to select 
the Crisp Point Light Historical Society as the Non-
profit Group you Support and shop as you normally 
would. For each qualifying purchase a small portion 
will be directed to the Crisp Point Light Historical So-
ciety to help with the restoration projects at Crisp 
Point. 
 
All the Michigan Kroger Stores with the exception of 
the Lambertville and Sturgis stores are participating in 
the Kroger Community Rewards Program. If you have 
and use a Kroger Rewards Card, you can now sup-
port Crisp Point Lighthouse every time you use your 
card. Please note Kroger Community Rewards starts 
fresh every May 1, so you will have to re-sign up each 
April 1

st
 to support the program. If you already have a 

Kroger Card, simply register your card online at 
krogercommunityrewards.com. The Crisp Point 
Light Historical Society Non-Profit Number is: 67149 
 
If you do not have a Rewards Card please consider 
getting one when you shop at Kroger’s and then reg-
ister CPLHS as the Non-Profit you would like to sup-
port. 
 
If you are not already participating in the PayPal Giv-
ing Fund when you are selling items on E-Bay please 
consider doing so. Please visit: http://
charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-
point-light-historical-society/42940/ to get started 
selling and supporting Crisp Point Lighthouse. 

Visitor Center Donations 

Joyce Angel 

Janis & George Bobier 

James Butts 

William & Janine Daugherty 

Shelley Guy 

Jay & Diana Howell 

Ron & Debra Neeley 

Welcome New Members 
 

James Butt-Remus, MI 

James Kremer-Spring Lake, MI 

James J Burke-Hartland, MI 

Jay & Karla Childers-Perrinton, MI 

Karen E Knapp-Portage, MI 

Neal & Lonnie Lockwood-Pleasant Lake, MI 

Peter Koeppen-Traverse City, MI 

Sarah Wilde & Darryl Jenkins-Dimondale, 
MI 

Scott Gasparich-Mackinaw City, MI 

Theodore Beatty-Ferndale, MI 

Rick Klemett-Fenton, MI 

William Smeaton-Waukesha, WI 

 

New Lifetime Members 
 

Bryan N Barnes-Columbia, MO 

Donations to CPLHS 

CPLHS wants to thank everyone who has recently updat-
ed their memberships and / or made donations to our 

preservation efforts. 

We would like to further extend our gratitude to all the 
family and friends of CPLHS Lifetime Member, Eleanor 

Hastie. 

Eleanor passed away in Sep-

tember but left a great legacy 

of supporting Crisp Point 

Lighthouse. Eleanor along 

with her husband Charles 

and Sister, Kathryn Hoffmas-

ter were very instrumental in 

the beginning of the Histori-

cal Society. They would trav-

el from Saint Ignace Michigan 

to Paradise whenever needed 

to help stuff envelopes for 

newsletters, fundraiser activities or whatever else was 

needed for the continued efforts to save the Crisp Point 

Lighthouse. Our condolences to her family and friends. 

2016 year to Date Visitor Statistics at Crisp Point 

Through October 2016 there were 10311 visitors who signed the guest 

books. This is up from a total of 9290 for all of 2015. The top five stated 

reasons that brought our visitors to Crisp Point are: 
  

Repeat visitors                             472  

Friend or relative                          447 

Internet                                         292 

Magazine                                      107 

Signs                                              78        

                                       

Whenever you visit Crisp Point please sign one of our guest books. This 

information is very useful and in most cases required when applying for 

grants. 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/
http://charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-point-light-historical-society/42940/

