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CRISP POINT LIGHT 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Newsletter 57      April 2019 

450 W. Marr Road, Howell, Michigan 48855 

Rick (517) 230-6294 or email: cplhs@sbcglobal.net     Website: www.crisppointlighthouse.org 

Editor: Jamie Rolfe   cplhs1944@gmail.com  (616) 204-1729 

CPLHS Facebook group page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/crisppointlighthouse/ 

Friendly Reminder: Please let us know when there is an address change. We do resend to new 

addresses when we can find them but this process takes time and requires additional funds. 

Your attention to this is greatly appreciated. 

May 24-27, 2019: CPLHS Family Camp / 

Work Weekend   

 This is a CPLHS members only family camping weekend. All CPLHS members 

are welcome to attend and set up your camp for the weekend. This is the 

only time each year we allow open camping to members. There will be some 

active projects you can help with if you desire. If you plan on attending 

please e-mail or call Rick Brockway to let him know (cplhs@sbcglobal.net or 

517-230-6294). We will also be doing cookout lunches on Saturday and Sun-

day. Hot dogs, buns and fixings will be provided. If you would like to bring a 

dish to pass or chips for these 2 meals, it would be greatly appreciated. To 

meal plan appropriately, please RSVP to Jamie Rolfe (cplhs1944@gmail.com 

or call/text 616-204-1729). Hope to see you there.  
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President Rick Brockway opened the meeting and immediately turned the floor over to Vice President Jamie Rolfe. 

First item on the agenda was to fill the expired terms of Board Members Shelley Guy and Cameron Lovett. Both 

were re-elected unanimously to continue serving on the Board. Next on the agenda was to fill the positions of 

President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary per the Bylaws. Rick Brockway continues as President and 

Treasurer, Jamie Rolfe continues as Vice President and Bill Beasley continues as Secretary. With the formalities of 

setting the Board of Directors, the Board reviewed a bid by Northern Restoration and Waterproof Systems for in-

terior tower and service building painting projects. A number of questions came forth regarding the bid and no 

further action was taken.  

An update was given on the 2020 Alaskan Fundraising Cruise for Crisp Point. There were some difficulties with the 

cruise line and cruise planner that had to be worked out. Details to the membership and any other interested par-

ties will be released soon.  

New merchandise ideas were discussed with many ideas floated. Be sure to watch the website or visit the Crisp 

Point Lighthouse Visitors Center to see the new merchandise. All proceeds go to maintaining the grounds. 

The 2019 Crisp Point Lighthouse Keepers program has had updates to the guidelines and the sign up procedures. 

As of the board meeting there were only six days that needed to be filled. Keep an eye on our website and Face-

book page in the event there is a cancellation you may be able to fill. 

Weather providing, Crisp Point will have its annual members family work weekend Memorial Day Weekend, May 

24-26. This is the only weekend members other than the lighthouse keepers are allowed to camp on site. Some 

projects include installing the final memorial boardwalk boards, updating the keeper’s pad, improve drainage of 

the keeper’s area, seal the boardwalk and install a conduit from the Visitors Center to the tower. The weather 

station and security system will be installed opening weekend. Please contact President Rick Brockway if you plan 

to help out on the family work weekend. 

Crisp Point Conference Committee members Rick Brockway and Shelley Guy gave a report on the conference to be 

held in Newberry July 20. Speakers have been contacted. Elaine Watson is working on the silent auction.  

We have a USLSS (US Life Saving Service) plaque for James Hunter and a USLHS (US Light House Service) plaque for 

Philip Eby.  These were two separate services of the federal government. A lot of people still don't understand that 

when the Life Saving Station and the Lighthouse were both operating at the same time, there was a Life Saving 

Station Keeper for the Life Saving Station and a different Light House Keeper for the Light House.  By differenti-

ating these two different plaques, we can help educate people that they were not the same position. The marker 

ceremony for these two men has been scheduled for July 14 starting at 1 PM at the Pinecrest Cemetery on Adams 

Rd in Oscoda.  A Facebook event listing has been put on our Facebook pages for this event.  

Elaine Watson reported the 2019 Michigan Lighthouse Festival will be based in Port Huron and include eight lights 

along the Thumb the first weekend in August. Look for her there at the Crisp Point information booth. 

Prior to adjourning the meeting, Mike Allen was made an Honorary Lifetime Member due to his years of service 

and sweat equity to the Crisp Point Light Historical Society. Congratulations Mike! 

CPLHS Board Meeting 1/12/19 Summary 

By: Bill Beasley 
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Start of a New Year 2019 

Story By :  CPLHS President Rick Brockway 

As we await for Mother Nature to loosen her wintery grasp on Crisp Point, we have been busy getting 
ready for opening day which is scheduled for May 19th with the arrival of our first 2019 Keepers. Of course 
this all depends on the road being open. 

CR-412: Late last fall the Luce County Road Commission spent time on the road to Crisp Point (CR-412) 
cutting brush back, filling in holes and removing dead trees, all of which should make your trip to Visit 
Crisp Point safer. To further improve your safety, we also recommend that you have your headlights on 
Day or Night. Please remember, early in the year and during times of heavy rain there may be some small 
to large water holes along the road. Please use caution. We also do not know of any planned logging for 
this summer but you should always be on the lookout for the trucks. 

2019 Keepers Program: Last fall, the Crisp Point Light Historical Society Vice President, Jamie Rolfe, took 
over the scheduling of the Keepers Program. Jamie has done a great job administering the program which 
was full for 2019 until there was a cancellation. If you would like to be on the Back-Up list please let Jamie 
know by e-mail at: cplhs1944@gmail.com. Please remember these can be of short notice. 

Credit Cards acceptance at Crisp Point: As most of you know that have visited Crisp Point we have been 
accepting Credit Cards over the past two years. The first year we did experience many problems and the 
system was down from time to time. In 2018 we were up and running and BOOM, there was a huge light-
ning strike and the system was down again. After about a month trying to get the system back working, 
we decided to abandon the credit card machine that used the phone line for a satellite based system and 
had Hughes Net installed. Once an internet connection was secured, we started using PayPal for your 
credit card purchases. While the new system is working great, we have decided to take it a step further 
this year. We will be installing an all new Point of Sale System that will also help us with inventory control. 
Over the winter we have been putting bar code labels on all our merchandise which will make checking 
out much easier for our keepers and our visitors. Although the system is very easy to use, please be pa-
tient with our keepers as they learn the system. 

Weather Station: This spring we have plans to install a weather station that was entirely paid for by dona-
tions from CPLHS Members. We also have plans to make the weather station data available through our 
web site. Watch for more information on this as we proceed with the installation. 

Security at Crisp Point: With the safety and security of our Keepers and Visitors in mind, we have pur-
chased an improved security system. We will be installing up to 8 HD Cameras throughout the complex 
with plans to have at least one Live or almost Live View available from our web site. Again, we will update 
as we make progress on this installation. We are very fortunate to have a member, Grounds Keeper Derek 
who installs these systems as a career, to help with the install to keep the cost down.  

Keeper’s area improvements: This spring we plan on expanding the cement keepers pad to allow for 
better use of the keepers area. We will also expand the cement sidewalk up to the handicap parking area 
to make access to the boardwalk easier.  

An additional keepers pad will be put in next to the upper parking area for the in-coming keepers to use 
the night before they take over as keepers. 

mailto:cplhs1944@gamil.com
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Lighthouse Repairs: A contractor has been hired to repair / repaint the exterior of the Lighthouse where 
needed, as well as any interior repair/ painting that needs to be done. An additional contractor will be 
replacing the west window in the service building. 

At this time there are no set dates for this work to begin, so if you happen to be there when they are 
working, please obey all off limit / area closed signs for your own safety and the safety of our contrac-
tors and volunteers. We will do our best to make announcements on our Facebook page and web site 
when projects are going to start but this is not always possible. 

Memorial Day Weekend:  Again this year we have plans to have our Memorial Day Weekend Members 
Only Camping / Work Weekend. You may arrive as early as Thursday evening May 23rd and leave no 
later than the morning of Tuesday May 28th.  At least one member of your group must be a member of 
CPLHS. 

In 2018 we had 11 different families participate in all or part of the weekend. 

If you would like to volunteer for any of the above mentioned projects, please send me an e-mail to 
cplhs@sbcglobal.net  (please put “CPLHS Work Projects” in the subject line) with which projects you 
would like to help with and we will notify you when we are scheduling the project. 

Here's to another Great Year at Crisp Point! 

My Crisp Point Story 
By: Suzanne Ritchie 

A friend introduced me to rock hunting along Lake Superior. We were 3 women, 

one who has never driven, on an adventure! The hotel we stayed in, in Newber-

ry, had a large aerial photo of the lighthouse and I asked if you could drive to it. 

We were off on an adventure. Started out on a gravel road, very excited when it 

was paved, but that was short lived. Driving on the two-track back then seemed 

like it took forever and I kept thinking “NO ONE knows we are out here”. But 

when you crest that last little hill and get your first glimpse, I was in love!! 

As we were on our way (back) to Paradise I (remembered) I had 

seen another “road” that seemed to go East. I was going to take 

that road and save all that back tracking. As we were leaving a 

truck came and I stopped, rolled down my window, and asked if I 

could take that other road. That was our lucky day as he informed 

us that it was a logging trail and we would never have made it 

through! 

The man also informed us he was there to work on the light and 

if I could back up they would let us go up in the light (tower). He 

was restoring it as it was something his wife had started. Then I 

really fell in love with this light. I often think we could have been 

the first 3 women lost up there!! 

I have watched it change and emerge as a true tourist spot. I 

hope to get there at least every other year.  

I hope you have another successful season at CPL. 

Suzanne has made note-

cards with envelopes that 

will be available online 

and in the Visitor’s Center 

for $3.oo each. Here are 

some of her designs.  

mailto:cplhs@sbcglobal.net
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Reminder: Saturday, July 20: 

Crisp Point Light House Conference! 

Do you need to renew your membership or would you like to make a 

donation? If so, please use the insert included with the newsletter. 

Thank you. 

Membership Questions? 

Please contact Teri Beasley 
at crisppoint@gmail.com. 

If you or your kiddos would like to 

share a memory, please send a typed 

story to Jamie Rolfe at 

cplhs1944@gmail.com 

The annual Crisp Point Lighthouse Historical Society Conference will be held on Saturday 

July 20, 2019 at the Pentland Township Hall; 15474 M-28, Newberry, MI  49868.  Coffee, 

juice, and breakfast treats will be available starting at 9:00 am as well as Crisp Point mer-

chandise, so please arrive early.  At approximately 10:00 am “the party starts.” 

 

There will be a $5.00 per person ($15.00 max. for members of an immediate family) fee 

to attend the conference to help cover the cost.  If you would like to volunteer time to 

set up on Friday (July 19) please contact Shelley Guy by email at hdbluedev-

il@chartermi.net or call 616-994-3144.  If you wish to help with the food, or help with 

lunch, please contact Terri Brockway by email at tabrockway@yahoo.com or call 517-546-

5283.  Please do not bring any food to the conference unless you have contacted Terri no 

later than 6/1/19. Breakfast goods are not needed. 

 

As the conference begins, the Board of Directors will update you on recent happenings, 

upcoming activities, current accomplishments, and future goals.  We will have a silent 

auction, 50/50 raffle, and guest speakers.  If you have a story from your keeping duty or 

a special event or happening and would like to share your story, (Membership Moments 

or Lighthouse Laughs) please contact Shelley using the above information. 

 

We are delighted to have Neal and Lonnie Lockwood present their 

knowledge about Crisp Point Lighthouse, the Surfmen, and the 

life saving station that was once there. 

 

If you plan on attending, please email Teri Beasley at 

crisppoint@gmail.com with your name, address, phone number 

and the number in your group by June 1, 2019.  You may also go 

to the web site, www.crisppointlighthouse.org/conf.html, where 

you can print out a form and mail your preregistration and at-

tendance fee.  If your plans change after June 1 and you are able to come, please come as 

a walk in.  You will be  welcomed! 

 

Remember anyone may attend.  You do not need to be a member of CPLHS to attend.  See 

you there!! 

By: Shelley Guy 
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Thank you! 
Merchandise is available 

through our website: 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 

If you have empty printer ink cartridges, please think of 

donating them to CPLHS. We can save up to $400 a year by 

turning them in to be recycled. The money is used to pur-

chase office supplies, along with paper towels, toilet paper 

and cleaning supplies for the Visitor Center. Mail them to 

Rick at the address on the front page, or drop them off at 

the Visitor Center in warmer weather. 

Create your own painting of Crisp Point 

Lighthouse  

Create your own painting of Crisp Point 

Lighthouse! Artist and Instructor Jacquel-

ine Richardson of Newberry, MI has    

graciously agreed to have a Painting  

Class just for us! 

Friday, July 19th 6pm – 8pm at the    

Pentland Township Hall, 15474 M-28  

Newberry, MI 

If you plan on participating in this  

"Create your own painting of Crisp Point 

Lighthouse" event please send an e-mail 

to Jamie Rolfe at cplhs1944@gmail.com. 

Please put "Crisp Point Painting Class" in 

the subject line. In the body of the e-mail 

please include your name, phone number 

and number in you group that are going to participate. Please send e-mails ASAP, no later than June 1st. We 

need to make sure we have enough supplies on hand for the event. 

PLEASE BRING A DROP CLOTH OR AN OLD SHEET to cover the floor in your work space. Thank you. We don't 

want any Acrylic paint getting on the floor. 

Payment will be due at the time of the class. 

Thank you to Ramatex International for the dona-

tion of the display rack for our new blankets! 

Blankets will soon be available!  
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Support Opportunities for 
Crisp Point Lighthouse 

 
In addition to the support Crisp Point has been re-
ceiving through the E-Bay Giving Fund program, we 
can now receive support from Amazon.com and the 
Kroger Company, Kroger.com. 
 
Whenever you shop at Amazon.com just log into the 
site using this new web address: 
 https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-3332080 
You will need to select the Crisp Point Light Histor-
ical Society as the Non-profit Group you support and 

shop as you normally would. For each qualifying pur-
chase a small portion will be directed to the Crisp 
Point Light Historical Society to help with the restora-
tion projects at Crisp Point. 
 
All the Michigan Kroger Stores with the exception 

of the Lambertville and Sturgis stores are participat-
ing in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. If 
you have and use a Kroger Rewards Card, you can 
now support Crisp Point Lighthouse every time you 
use your card. Please note Kroger Community Re-
wards starts fresh every May 1st, so you may have to 

re-sign up each April 1st to support the program. If 
you already have a Kroger Card, simply register your 
card online at krogercommunityrewards.com. The 

Crisp Point Light Historical Society Non-Profit Num-
ber is: MS733 

 
If you are not already participating in the PayPal Giv-
ing Fund when you are selling items on E-Bay please 
consider doing so. Please visit: http://
charity.ebay.com/charity-auctions/charity/crisp-
point-light-historical-society/42940/ to get started 

selling and supporting Crisp Point Lighthouse. 

Estate Planning? Please consider 

including CPLHS. 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Ronda Brown-Howell, MI 

Kevin & Ginger Kebler- Rock Island, IL 

Joseph Zajac-Duluth, MN 

Wayne Backwell-Indianapolis, IN 

Maria Zache– Grand Rapids, MI 

Maynard (Duke) Guy-Zeeland, MI 

Gregory Cummings-Fort Wayne, IN 

Randy Piggott-Madison, AL 

Janice Shaffer-Bay City, MI 

 

New Lifetime Members 
 

Mike & Pam Allen– Le Roy, MI 

Sam & Angel Wilson-Hastings, MI 

Visitor Center Boardwalk Donation 
 

Dianne M Vorndran  

Clarence & Joan Webster  

Mike & Pam Allen 

Photo by: Cary Garton 
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