
Annual Conference 

The 15th annual conference took place on July 16 

and was attended by 45 people, including several 

who were attending for the first time. Rick 

Brockway updated us on everything that is 

happening at the light. Nathan Gregorich was our 

guest speaker and he spoke about attractions in 

Sault Ste. Marie and his job on the Valley Camp. We 

had a 50/50 drawing, an auction and lots of door 

prizes. Of course, there was plenty of Crisp Point 

merchandise available to purchase. Everyone ate 

homemade goodies for breakfast, sloppy joes for 

lunch and then grilled hot dogs out at the light. The 

weather was clear and sunny, no rain in sight. The 

annual conference is a great way to meet other 

CPLHS members and enjoy a pleasant day with lots 

of good food and good company. If you were not 

there this year, please consider coming next year. 

The conference  always takes place on the 3rd 

Saturday of July. 
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“I Like My Beacon Crisp” 

Listening to our guest speaker at the Whitefish Town-

ship School in Paradise. 

Stan Klein helps display an 

item during the auction. 

CPLHS President, Rick 

Brockway, speaks at the 

school. 

Dianne Sweeter grills the hotdogs out at the light. 

Facebook 

Look for the Crisp Point group on Facebook! Search 

for Crisp Point Light Historical Society, and join the 

group. Visitors can post photos and events, make 

comments, and ask questions for all to see. 



CPLHS Board of Directors 

Dee Smith and Bernie Hellstrom have resigned as 

members of the Board of Directors. The remain-

ing board members chose two new members 

from among those nominated. We’d like to wel-

come Elaine Watson and Stan Klein as members 

of the Board. Thank you Dee and Bernie for all 

your hard work!  

CPLHS Board of Directors: 

Rick Brockway, President 

Mike Warren, Vice President 

John Raths, Board Member 

Stan Klein, Board Member 

Elaine Watson, Board Member 

Margaret Warren, Secretary to the Board 
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Volunteer Keeper Program 

Due to the tremendous response to our volunteer 

keeper program, every date until mid-October   has 

been booked. Thank you to all those who have 

offered their time to assist visitors at the light, we 

couldn’t do it without you! 

From time to time we do have cancellations. If you 

would like to fill in, check the online calendar: 

www.localendar.com/public/crisppointlighthouse, 

or give Rick a call at 517-230-6294. For more details 

about acting as a keeper, please visit this page: 

crisppointlighthouse.org/volunteerkeepers.html. 

Volunteer keepers for 2012 may reserve dates by 

the following method: 

Members who were keepers during 2011 may 

reserve the same week (i.e. 3rd week of July) or 

weekend (i.e. 2nd weekend of June) for 2012. 

Reservations for the same time period for next year 

will be accepted from September 1 to September 

30, 2011. Beginning October 1, reservations for  

2012 will be on a first come-first served basis. 

crisppointlighthouse.org 

Don’t forget to visit the web site to see lots of 

pictures of Crisp Point Light. You’ll also find the 

latest news, past issues of this newsletter, lodging 

information, driving directions, and history.  Crisp 

Point merchandise is available to order using 

PayPal. If you’d rather keep your newsletter intact, 

all the forms can be printed from the web site. 

Rock Fundraiser Update 

Generous donors have now given a total of $5,900 

to our rock fundraiser. We would like to thank all 

those who have helped out, including these recent 

donors: 

Gary Bradley  Don Mason 

Kim Colmer  Rick Mitchell 

Bill & Patty Dettmer Newberry Lions Club 

Kelly Doyle  Charles & Karen Raths 

Ray & Nancy Duede Dean & Mary Lou Ringle 

Shelley Guy  Melanie Ringle 

Lynn Roberts  Wayne & Margaret Harris 

Joyce L. Holmes Jeff & Marsha Lefevre 

David Sakry  Ingle & Chuck Spaulding 

Thomas Wall  Al & Sharon LeMaire  

Karen Green & Leonora Forist 

Crisp Point patches, as shown at right, are 

available in the visitor center, on the web-

site and by using the order form on the 

last page. 



Visitor Center Fundraiser 

We have now raised more than $19,000 toward 

the cost of the new visitor center. Thank you to all 

of our wonderful supporters!  

Joseph & Kathleen Beaudoin 

Rick & Lorrie Bicknell 

The Multhup Family 

Dan & Lori Thompson 

Michael Williams 

Wisconsin Lighthouse District 

Promoting Crisp Point Light 

Elaine Watson attended the Paradise Area 

Chamber of Commerce Spring Showcase of area 

businesses and services. Elaine spoke to the 

crowd about the history and the current status of 

Crisp Point Light. Shown above are l to r: Stan 

Klein, Elaine Watson and Larry Watson. 

Thank You! 

Thank you to Jon & Andrea Dajnowicz who 

donated the money to purchase 4 new road signs 

to replace those that were damaged. 

Thank you to Stan & Mary Klein for donating four 

insulators to place on the telegraph pole. 

Thank you to Carl & Nancy Cornwell who gave us 

a 20 pound propane tank. 

Thank you to Paul Mason for putting together a 

display about Lighthouse tender boats that 

brought supplies to the lighthouses. 

Thank you to John Raths for designing and 

building our new flagpole, and also for donating 

the large boards used in the parking lot fence. 

Thank you to Nathan Gregorich, who was the 

guest speaker at our annual conference. 

Thank you to all those who helped install the new 

glass in the lantern room. 

Thank you to all the volunteer keepers for 2011. 

Thank you to all who came for the Memorial Day 

camping weekend: Rick Brockway, John & Cindy 

Briggs, The Mucha Family, Dick & Pat Jarzynka, 

Carl & Marcia Jahn, and Stan & Mary Klein. 

Thank you to new member Sherri McLellen who 

donated a glass display cabinet that is now being 

used in the visitor center. 

Thank you to Larry Watson who won the 50/50 

drawing and donated his winnings to CPLHS. 

Thank you to the Johnson’s for all of their support 

of Crisp Point Light and CPLHS. 

Thank you to all of the members and businesses 

who contributed food, door prizes, and auction 

items or gave their time to set up and clean up at 

the conference. Without your help a successful 

conference could not be held. 

GPS 

If you use a GPS to guide you to the lighthouse, 

please do not start it until you are already on 

County Road 500. This way, you will be assured of 

following the standard route. Otherwise, you may 

find yourself taking an unpleasant drive down 

logging roads or snowmobile trails. 

Crisp Point merchandise can be ordered securely 

online using PayPal. Visit our web site to place an 

order: www.crisppointlighthouse.org 
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New Flagpole Installed 

The flag can now be proudly displayed near the 

lighthouse on a new flagpole installed July 15th. 

The 30 foot tall pole is quite heavy and required a 

large group of people to lift it into place. A small 

solar powered light has been installed to light up  

the flag when it is dark. 

MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM 

Name   Phone #   

Address   E-Mail   

City   State   Zip   

           

Membership New     1 year Single $20.00   2 year single $35.00   

    Renewal     1 year Family $30.00   2 year Family $50.00   

           

Donation       I would like to make a donation in the amount of $     

  A lifetime family membership comes with a donation of $500 (may be tax deductible, consult your tax adviser) 

           

  MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CPLHS   

 Mail to: CPLHS, Rick Brockway, 450 W. Marr Rd., Howell, MI  48855  

Motorcycles 

Just a reminder that riding a road motorcycle to the 

lighthouse is NOT recommended. There are sand 

pits on CR-500 and CR-412 that can throw a motor-

cycle out of control in a second. Please don’t try it! 

The nearest hospital is 40 miles away. 

E-Mail Newsletter 

CPLHS members can get the quarterly Crisp Point 

newsletter sent directly to their email. The elec-

tronic version is in color, and any or all of the pages 

can be easily printed. You can also have it sent to all 

the email addresses in your household. 192 mem-

bers have chosen the electronic newsletter, saving 

CPLHS approximately $750 each year! Your address 

will be used only for Crisp Point business and will 

NEVER be shared. It’s very easy to switch to e-mail, 

just email Margaret at crisppoint1904@yahoo.com. 
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Welcome! 

CPLHS appreciates the support of our current 

members and would like to welcome the follow-

ing new members: 

Steven Apostal—Canton, MI 

Bob & Cindy Bonawitz—South Saint Paul, MN 

James Christopher—Macomb, MI 

Kim Colmer—Gaines, MI 

Lyle Deuparo—White Lake, MI 

Stacey Jones—Delaware, OH 

Richard Kirtos—Farmington Hills, MI 

Sherri McLellen—Paradise, MI 

Jeremy & Kristin Multhup, Springfield, OH 

Chet Putek—Lincoln Park, MI 

David Sakry—Princeton, MN 

Andrew & Joyce Vanderklok—Fremont, MI 

Roy & Michele Vanover—Bay City, MI 

Maureen Wall—South Lyon, MI 

Thomas Wall—Alger, MI 

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Geoffrey Sisung—Monroe, MI 

Screen Doors 

On your visits to the light, you may have noticed 

that the flies can be a little overwhelming at times. 

In an effort to reduce the number of flies and other 

pests inside the visitor center, screen/storm doors 

have been installed on both entrance doors.  

Flag Design Contest 

All children ages 6-16 are invited to design a new 

flag for the Crisp Point Light Historical Society. The 

winning design will be made into a flag which will 

hang under the American flag on our new flagpole. 

The winner will also receive a $25 certificate that 

can be used to purchase Crisp Point merchandise. 

All entries must be received by December 31, 2011. 

Visit this page to print the entry form: 

crisppointlighthouse.org/flag.html 



Name

Address

Phone Email

City, State, Zip

Make checks out to: Crisp Point Light Historical Society

Please mail check & form to:  Margaret Warren, 11030 Brookfield, Livonia, MI 48150

Questions, please call (734) 421-7512 or email crisppoint1904@yahoo.com.  All contributions will be

recognized in an upcoming newsletter.  Donations may be tax deductible, consult your tax adviser.

$100 Donation  (receive 14" silhouette) 

$__________Donation to rock fundraiser

$60 Donation  (receive 10" silhouette)

Crisp Point Rocks! 

The large rocks along the bank have protected the lighthouse for many years. The first ones were placed 

in 1999, and additional rocks were added in 2003 and 2007. These have served us well, but more are 

needed. The rocks are being undermined by the waves, and the bank on the east end collapsed during a 

storm in 2009. New rock has been delivered by Lechner Construction, and they have generously allowed 

us to make partial payments. At this time, we are asking for your help, in the form of a donation that will 

help pay for the rocks. As a bonus, donors may receive a silhouette similar to the new sign on the visitor 

center. These are exclusively available to those who contribute to this fundraiser and will not be sold 

separately. Those who donate $60 will receive a round silhouette, 10 inches in diameter, while donors of 

$100 will receive a 14 inch silhouette. 

The silhouettes, at right, 

are made of laser cut 

stainless steel and are 

similar to the new sign 

on the Visitor Center 

shown at left. 

  

These silhouettes will 

only be available until 

the end of 2011. 
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New Windows! 

The view from the top of the tower is much clearer 

than it used to be. The old plexiglass windows were 

getting hazy, making it harder to see through them. 

After an unsuccessful attempt on Memorial Day 

Weekend, new glass panes were installed in the 

lantern room at the end of June by Rick Brockway, 

Craig David and Kari David.    

Great Lakes Lighthouse Festival 

The 16th annual Great Lakes Lighthouse Festival 

will take place this year on October 6-9 in Alpena, 

Michigan. This event includes 100 maritime related 

vendors, entertainment and lighthouse tours. The 

vendors include lighthouse preservation groups, 

authors and artists. Though most activities occur in 

Alpena, many additional activities occur throughout 

the area. From Saginaw to Mackinaw, lighthouses 

will be open for tours and visits.  

Crisp Point Light will have a booth at the Festival, 

providing information and merchandise for sale. 

Stop by and visit us if you’re in the area! For more 

information about the Festival, please visit this 

website: www.lighthousefestival.org. 

Did you know…? 

 Congress approved the construction of a light-

house at Crisp Point in June 1902, and appropriat-

ed $18,000 to build it. 

 In the 1800’s, so many boats were wrecked that 

the stretch of Lake Superior from Whitefish Point 

to Grand Island was known as the Graveyard of the 

Great Lakes, or the Shipwreck Coast.  

 At one time, the lighthouse and lifesaving complex 

included  many buildings: the lifesaving station and 

quarters, the 2 family keeper’s house, an oil house, 

2 barns, a fog signal building, a boathouse, and a 

tramway, not to mention the tower itself and the 

attached service building. 

 In 1965, to save on maintenance costs, the Coast 

Guard destroyed all the remaining buildings except 

for the tower and service building. 

 The original lens was a fixed, 4th order Fresnel lens 

and it was red. 

 Crisp Point is named after Christopher Crisp who 

worked at the Lifesaving Station #10, later known 

as the Crisp Point Lifesaving Station. He served 

there from 1878-1890. 

 A storm in November of 1996 destroyed the 

attached service building. In 2006, work began on a 

new building, which was completed in 2008. 

 Until 1999, the closest parking to the lighthouse 

was a half mile walk down a sandy road. 

 In July 2009, members attending the conference 

were able to take shelter in the new visitor center 

building. It was 39 degrees outside! 

 Membership fees to join the Crisp Point Light His-

torical Society have not changed since they were 

originally set in May, 1996. 

Please make sure you sign the visitor log book each 

time you visit the light.  This is the only way we can 

estimate the total number of visitors. 



 

Name Phone #

Address E-Mail

City State Zip

Size Color Quantity Price Ea. Total

Youth S-M $12.00

S-M-L-XL $15.00

XXL $17.50

XXXL $19.50

Crisp Point Sweatshirt   Heavy duty 50/50 Lee top quality, embroidered letters plus silkscreened artwork of lighthouse

S-M-L-XL $42.00

XXL $45.00

XXXL $48.00

Crisp Point Long Sleeve T-Shirt  Heavy duty, silk screen of lighthouse, with embroidered lettering

S-M-L-XL $29.00

XXL $32.50

Crisp Point Denim Long Sleeve Shirt  Top quality, embroidery at front pocket

S-M-L-XL $37.50

XXL $39.50

XXXL $45.00

$75.00

Tall L-XL $75.00

S-M-L-XL $24.00

XXL $26.00

XXXL $28.00

$14.00

one size $12.00

$24.95

$1.00

$10.00

$3.50

$10.00

$25.00

$35.00
$3.00

Merchandise Shipping

0-$5.00 $2.95

$5.01-$25.00 $7.95

$25.01-$50.00 $10.95

$50.01-$75.00 $14.95

$75.01 and up $17.95

gray-denim blue-gold

CPLHS MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

CPLHS Jacket Crisp Point Light Historical Society and lighthouse logo embroidered on front   *SPECIAL ORDER*

red-forest green-black-khaki-royal blue-navy blue

SHIPPING (SEE CHART AT LEFT)

khakiS/M  or  L/XL

blue- green- burgundy

Crisp Point Denim Cap    embroidered, made of stonewashed denim

Napkin Holder

Crisp Point Lighthouse Ink Pen (black ink)

Crisp Point Light Hat Pin

Crisp Point T-Shirt    "I Like My Beacon Crisp" on back, silk-screen lighthouse artwork on front

Item

MAIL TO:                  CPLHS

Rick Brockway

Howell, MI 48855

450 W. Marr Rd

Souvenir Shot Glass

Coffee Mug  14 oz.

email: cplhs@sbcglobal.net

TOTAL

MI RESIDENTS, ADD 6% SALES TAX (X .06)

Questions?

Crisp Point Embroidered Bucket Hat

call:  517-230-6294 or  517-546-5283

Black Metal Silhouette 21" x 28.5"

MERCHANDISE TOTAL

Black Metal Silhouette 15" x 20"

brick red-gray-bright orange

denim

gray-white-navy-denim blue-dk orange-sage-gold

gray-white-navy-denim blue-dk orange-sage-gold

navy

brick red-gray-bright orange

gray-white-orange

navy

navy

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CPLHS

SUBTOTAL

denim

denim

Shipping/Handling to U.S.

Crisp Point Hoodie  Screen print CRISP POINT on front in white

oxford (light gray) - maroon

oxford (light gray) - maroon

S-M-L-XL-XXL red-green-black-khaki-royal blue-navy blue

oxford (light gray) - maroon

Harbour Lights Miniature - Fall at Crisp Point  *PRE-ORDER* will ship Fall 2011


